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I  he  word  "parent" 
in  today's  world  sometimes  means 
more  than  mom  or  dad.  Families  are  often 
different  than  the  traditional  situation  of  father, 
mother  and  children.  In  this  publication,  the  word 
"parent"  also  means  the  adults  who  play  an 
important  part  in  a  child's  life,  including 
step-moms  and  step-dads,  grandparents, 


brothers  and  sisters,  aunts  and 
uncles  and  legal  guardians. 


f  YOU  make  a  difference 
in  your  child's  future. 


ILLINOIS  STATE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 
in  partnership  with  the  Illinois  PTA 


A  rWw  tool  to  help  parents  support  learning 

— Hs  o  ur  children  need  a  lot  of  support  and  guidance  so  they  grow  up  to  be 
Knowledgeable,  skilled  and  productive  adults.  Parents  can  help  make  that  happen  by 
.eing  involved  in  their  children’s  education.  The  more  parents  are  involved,  the  more 
ikelv  their  children  will  love  to  learn  and  be  successful  in  school.  Parents  can  be  most 
lelptui  and  supportive  when  they  understand  exactly  what  children  are  expected  to  learn  $. 


n  school 


^**^What  are 
'  the  Illinois 
Learning 

Standards?  The  Standards  also  identify  some  “new  basics”  that  students 
will  need  to  be  successful  in  the  future-using  technology,  working  in  teams, 
communicating  with  others,  making  connections  and  solving  problems. 

V  *  The  Standards  in  each  subject  area  are  divided  into  “milemarkers”  called 
.  I  \  benchmarks.  The  benchmarks  tell  what  students  should  know  at 
certain  grade  levels  as  they  work  tgward  meeting  the  Standards. 

There  are  benchmarks  for 


That's  where  the  Illinois  learning  Standards  can  help. 


The  Illinois  Learning  Standards  are  statements  that  tell  parents, 
students  and  teachers  what  knowledge  and  skills  children  should 
learn  in  school.  There  are  Standards  for  these  subject  areas: 

*  language  arts  *  science  *  mathematics  ★  social  science 

★  physical  development  and  health  *  fine  arts 


The  most  important  measure  of  student 

ill  mu  rhilH’c  Pr°gress  takes  Place  in  the 
III  Illy  UIIIU  3  classroom.  And  it’s  not  just 

orodress  towards  multiple  choice  and  essay  tests. 

~  Student  progress  can  be  measured 

meeting  Standards  using  collections  of  student  work, 

.  ia  demonstrations,  classroom  presenta- 

De  meaSUreO  •  tions — all  based  on  the  Standards.  The 
state  will  also  be  measuring  achievement.  All  students  in 
grades  3,  4,  5,  8  10  and  11  will  take  state-level  tests.  The 
Illinois  Standards  Achievement  Test  (ISAT)  results  will 
tell  us  how  well  students  across  the  state 
are  progressing  toward  the  Standards. 


t  if  testing 
^shows  my 
child  needs 
more  help? 


*  early  elementary  ★  early  high  school 

*  late  elementary  ★  late  high  school 

*  middle/junior  high 


$ 


Children  whose  ISAT  scores  show  they 
need  extra  help  to  move  forward  will  get 
it.  That  help  may  include  working  with 
tutors,  getting  more  instructional  time  or 
attending  summer  school  programs.  By 
law,  “social  promotion”  is  out — students 
will  pass  only  if  they  have  the  skills  they  need  to 
succeed  in  the  next  grade  level.  Teachers  will  use  state,  district  and 
-  classroom  tests  to  determine  whether  students  are 

V 

V 

jy' . 


ready  to  move  forward. 


\ 


/' 


A  MATHEMATICS  STANDARD 
AND  THREE  OF  ITS 
EARLY  ELEMENTARY  BENCHMARKS 


V 


Where  did 
K  the  Standards 
come  from? 


?r 


I 


\ 


Standard:  Measure  and  compare 
quantities  using  appropriate  units 
instruments  and  methods. 

C*'  > 

Benchmarks:  1.  Measure  length, 
volume  and  weight/mass  using  ' 

rulers,  scales  and  other  appro-  \ 
priate  measuring  instruments  in  \ 
the  customary  and  metric  systems.  \ 

% 

2.  Read  temperatures  to  the  * 

nearest  degree  from  Celsius 

and  Fahrenheit  thermometers. 

3.  Identify  and  describe  the  relative 
values  and  relationships  among  coins  and 
solve  addition  and  subtraction 

<c«* 

problems  using  currency. 


jf 


Hundreds  of  parents,  teachers, 
administrators,  local  school 
board  members,  community 
leaders  and  other  citizens 
developed  the  Standards  adopted 
by  the  State  Board  of  Education. 

They  were  helped  by  comments  and  suggestions  from 
about  28,000  citizens  from  all  parts  of  the  state  and  all 
walks  of  life.  * 


.6? .  What  do 
"  e  Standards 


While  the  Standards  describe  what 

students  should  learn,  schools 
at  do  decide  how  and  what  they  will 

nrlarrlc  mean  teach  <curriculum  and 

nudtus  medll  instruction).  Teachers 

for  my  child?  kJnownihe=  su'd<,"ts 

*  needs.  1  he  Standards  are 

flexible  enough  that  education  can  be  tailored 
to  meet  local  needs,  yet  specific  enough  that  no 
matter  where  children  live  or  go  to  school,  they’ll 
be  held  to  the  same  standards.  Students  who  move  to  another 
community  or  go  on  to  college  will  find  that  they  have  been  held 
v*  to  the  same  high  state  standards  as  other  students.  At  the 

same  time,  some  districts  have  also  set  local  standards 
that  students  will  be  expeted  to  meet.  Parents  can 


get  copies  of  local  standards  from 
vVith  statements  like  these  to  shoot  for,  teachers  can  design  the  curriculum  their  schools  or  districts, 

and  choose  materials  that  will  help  students  reach  the  Standards  and  benchmarks. 

Students  can  see  exactly  where  their  learning  will  take  them,  and  parents  can  help  with 
activities  at  home  and  at  school  that  will  improve  learning. 

' -',u-  Adi  ivory  Standards  were  also  written  for  foreign  language  for  schools  that  offer  those  programs. 


Teaching  and  learning  in  all 
Illinois  schools  will  relate  to  the 
Standards.  Teachers  decide 
how  to  help  students  learn 

I  mean  to  me  as  what  the  Standards  require. 

The  more  parents  know  about 
Q  Parent?  what  and  how  their  children  are 
learning,  the  more  meaningful  the 
conversations  with  teachers  can  be.  Standards 
create  a  common  language  for  talking  to  teachers, 
administrators,  your  child  or  other  parents. 
Schools  want  and  need  parents’  help  to  make 
•  •>.  „  sure  their  children  are  among  the  best, 

most  involved  and  high-achieving  students. 


* 

Wn&ite 
can  I  get 
a  copy  of  the 
Standards? 


The  Illinois  Learning  Standards  are  bound 
in  a  single  document  available  to  all 
students,  parents,  educators,  employers 
and  other  citizens.  Copies  were 
mailed  to  all  public  libraries,  schools 
and  regional  offices  of  education. 
If  you  have  Internet  access,  you  can 
see  the  Standards  online  at 
www.isbe.state.il.us. 


If  you  have  questions  or  would 
like  a  copy  of  the  Standards, 
call  217/782-4321. 

If  you  would  like  help  or 
information  from  the  Illinois  PTA, 
call  their  office  at  800/877-9617. 


Building 

Strong 

Partnerships 

among 

Parents, 

Educators, 

and  the 

Community 

p  * 

community  are  valuable  allies 
in  helping  children  get  the 
support  and  encouragement 
they  need  to  meet  and  exceed 
the  Illinois  Learning  Standards. 
They  are  full  partners  in  the 
decisions  that  affect  children 
and  families.  Working 
together,  families,  schools  and 
communities  can  make  a 
difference— enriching  the  lives 
and  developing  the  potential 
i  of  all  Illinois  children. 


\  The  following  are  ideas 
*  parents  can  use  to  help 
support  their  children  and 
their  schools.  Included  in 
each  section  are  examples  of 
things  teachers  and  schools 
can  do  to  assist  parents. 


COMMUNICATING 
AND  COLLABORATING 


Parents  can  help 
improve  communication^^/ 
and  collaboration  by  f 


\ 


*  Sending  teachers  notes,  calling, 
e-mailing  or  scheduling  meetings 
when  they  have  questions  or 
concerns 

*  Becoming  familiar  with  teachers’ 
styles,  expectations  and 
curriculum  and  how  they  are 
linked  to  the  Standards 

*  Letting  teachers  and  school  staff 
know  they’re  interested  in  their 
child’s  education,  in  knowing 
about  the  Standards  and  in 
taking  part  in  decision  making 

*  Attending  parent  conferences 
and  open-house  activities 

*  Speaking  out  on  behalf  of  children 
in  their  communities 

*  Celebrating  student  achievements 
at  home,  at  school  and  in  the 
community 


Teachers  can  help  by 

★  Holding  parent  conferences 

★  Calling  and  writing  notes  when 
they  have  questions  or  concerns 

★  Sending  parents  newsletters  or 
sending  weekly  reports  about 
student  progress  toward  the 
Standards 

★  Maintaining  friendly,  welcoming 
attitudes 

★  Handing  out  overviews  that  tell 
how  what’s  being  taught  meets 
the  Learning  Standards 

★  Telling  parents  what  their  expecta¬ 
tions  are  for  learning  and  behavior 

★  Celebrating  student  achievement 
at  home,  at  school  and  in  the 
community 


Administration/school  board 
can  help  by 

*  Being  flexible  in  scheduling 
conferences  and  events  that 
include  parents 

*  Adopting  district  goals  that 
include  parents  in  the  school 
community 


UNIVf  HUM  V  OF  II  l  INOIS  URBAN A 


►  Setting  expectations  for  staff  to 
communicate  with  and  involve 
parents/families 

t  Having  copies  of  the  Standards 
available  for  parents  and  staff 

>  Developing  school/ district  Web 
sites  with  links  for  parents  .  .i 

r  Adopting  parent/family 
involvement  policies  * 

t  Partnering  with  business  and 
community  organizations  to 
support  teaching  and  learning 
r  Celebrating  school/community 
collaborations 

Engaging  parents,  businesses  and 
the  community  in  decision  making 


VOLUNTEERING 

Parents  can  take  an  active  role 

in  their  children’s  education  by 

*  Offering  their  help  and  talents  to 
the  classroom  and  school  (Every¬ 
one  has  something  to  contribute — 
don’t  be  afraid  to  volunteer!) 

*  Encouraging  family/school- 
friendly  policies  in  the  workplace 
(e.g.,  paid  school  volunteer  days) 

★  Encouraging  partnerships  with 
workplaces  or  other  businesses  to 
support  student  achievement  of 
the  Standards 

*  Asking  churches  or  workplaces  to 
provide  newsletter  columns  with 
parenting  tips  and  information 
about  the  Standards 

★  Helping  publicize  school  activities 
and  meeting  dates 

★  Asking  teachers  about  activities 
that  can  be  done  at  home  to 
support  what  children  are  learning 

♦  Helping  other  parents  get  involved 
in  their  children’s  learning 


Teachers  can  help  by 

*  Assuring  a  nonthreatening  and 
welcoming  environment 

*  Making  the  best  use  of  volunteer 
skills  and  talents  in  a  variety  of 
meaningful  ways 

*  Offering  a  variety  of  flexible 
opportunities  for  people  with  time 
limitations,  child  care  needs,  etc., 
to  contribute 

*  Recruiting  community  members 
and  actively  seeking  their  involve¬ 
ment  in  classrooms  and  in  schools 


Administrators/school  boards 

can  help  by 

★  Assuring  nonthreatening  and 
welcoming  environments  for 
parents  and  community  members 

★  Offering  teacher  orientation 
regarding  the  use  of  volunteers 

★  Offering  volunteers  orientation 
regarding  school  procedures 

★  Creating  opportunities  to 
volunteer  outside  school  hours. 

★  Finding  useful  ways  for  everyone 
to  volunteer 

★  Developing  policies  that  support 
a  variety  of  flexible  volunteer 
opportunities  (e.g.,  building 
hours,  transportation,  child  care) 

JW 

SUPPORTING  rv 


Parents  can  provide  support 
for  learning  in  the  home  by 


*  Knowing  the  Standards  that  are 
expected  for  their  children 

*  Attending  parent  education 
opportunities 

*  Setting  a  good  example  by 
respecting  the  family  traditions/ 
cultures  of  others 

*  Taking  advantage  of  museums, 
libraries  and  community 
resources  to  enrich  learning 

*  Being  lifelong  learners 

*  Helping  with  homework 

a  Showing  children  what  it  means 
to  be  a  responsible  citizen  by 
voting,  participating  in 
community  activities,  organizing 
neighborhood  volunteer  efforts 
that  involve  children 

*  Making  sure  children  have  a  quiet, 
well-lit  place  to  study  and  read 

*  Limiting  television  time 

*  Planning  learning  activities  in 
which  the  whole  family  can 
take  part 

*  Showing  your  child  that  you  enjoy 
learning  new  things  and  talking 
about  ideas 

*  Listening 

*  Reading  to  your  child 
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Teachers  can  help  by 

★  Using  their  knowledge/expertise 
of  child  development  to  help 
parents  support  their  children’s 
learning  at  home 

★  Suggesting  learning  activities 
for  parents  and  children  that 
are  relevant  to  what’s  being 
taught  in  school 

Administrators/school  boards 

can  help  by 

★  Ensuring  that  schools  operate  in 
ways  that  help  all  students  achieve 
the  Standards. 

★  Giving  teachers  time  to  talk 
to  parents 

★  Finding  a  comfortable  place  for 
parents  to  gather  when  they  visit 
the  school 

★  Offering  materials  and  workshops 
to  help  families  create  stimulating 
home  environments 

★  Developing  opportunities  for 
families  and  school  staff  to  get  to 
know  each  other  and  work  together 

★  Scheduling  parent/community 
member  and  teacher  inservice 
days  to  help  everyone  learn  more 
about  the  Standards,  assessment, 
curriculum  and  professional 

*  development 

★  Creating  opportunities  for 
student  service  learning 

★  Linking  schools  and  social 
service  agencies  to  provide 
services  for  students  and 
families  who  want  them 


DECISION  MAKING 

Parents  can  take  part  in 

decision  making  by 

*  Attending  conferences,  school 
board  meetings  and  local  service 
center  and  “parent  education” 
meetings 

*  Joining  PTA  or  local  parent-school 
organizations 

*  Learning  classroom,  school  and 
district  rules  and  policies 


★  Getting  to  know  how  your  school 
district  makes  decisions  and 
solves  problems 

★  Respecting  school  district 
decisions  and  recognizing 
educators  as  professionals 

★  Joining  local  education  teams 
working  to  decide  what  and  how 
Standards-led  teaching  and 
learning  takes  place  in  the 
classroom  (curriculum)  as  well  as 
the  testing  that  will  be  used  to 
measure  student  achievement 

v 


Teachers  can  help  by 


★  Recognizing  that  parents  have 
valuable  knowledge  about  their 
children  that  may  help  in  the 
classroom 

★  Respecting  parent  concerns  and 
being  able  to  work  with  them  to 
find  solutions 

★  Giving  parents  copies  of 
classroom  policies  and  rules  and 
the  Learning  Standards 

★  Respecting  each  child’s  uniqueness 


Administrators/school  boards 

can  help  by 

★  Offering  training  to  help  staff  and 
parents  learn  to  work  together 
and  share  in  decisions 

★  Asking  parents  to  be  on 
committees,  advisory  councils,  etc. 

★  Acknowledging  that  parents  have 
vast  knowledge  of  and  experience 
with  children 

★  Respecting  parent  concerns  and 
being  able  to  work  with  them  to 
find  solutions 

★  Letting  parents  know  about 
school  and  district  policies 
and  rules 

★  Giving  parents  opportunities 
to  take  part  in  developing 
curriculum  and  assessments 

★  Focusing  on  the  children’s  needs 
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II he  word  "parent" 
in  today's  world  sometimes  means 
more  than  mom  or  dad.  Families  are  often 
different  than  the  traditional  situation  of  father, 
mother  and  children.  In  this  publication,  the  word 
"parent"  also  means  the  adults  who  play  an 
important  part  in  a  child's  life,  including 
step-moms  and  step-dads,  grandparents, 
brothers  and  sisters,  aunts  and 
uncles  and  legal  guardians. 
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f  YOU  make  a  difference 
in  your  child's  future. 


ILLINOIS  STATE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 
in  partnership  with  the  Illinois  PTA 
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community  are  valuable  allies 
in  helping  children  get  the 
support  and  encouragement 
they  need  to  meet  and  exceed 
the  Illinois  Learning  Standards. 
They  are  full  partners  in  the 
decisions  that  affect  children 
and  families.  Working 
together,  families,  schools  and 
communities  can  make  a 
difference — enriching  the  lives 
and  developing  the  potential 
of  all  Illinois  children. 

The  following  are  ideas 
parents  can  use  to  help 
support  their  children  and 


COMMUNICATING 
AND  COLLABORATING 


Parents  can  help 
improve  communicatio^T/ 
and  collaboration  by  / 


★  Sending  teachers  notes,  calling, 
e-mailing  or  scheduling  meetings 
when  they  have  questions  or 
concerns 

★  Becoming  familiar  with  teachers’ 
styles,  expectations  and 
curriculum  and  how  they  are 
linked  to  the  Standards 

★  Letting  teachers  and  school  staff 
know  they’re  interested  in  their 
child’s  education,  in  knowing 
about  the  Standards  and  in 
taking  part  in  decision  making 

★  Attending  parent  conferences 
and  open-house  activities 

★  Speaking  out  on  behalf  of  children 
in  their  communities 

★  Celebrating  student  achievements 
at  home,  at  school  and  in  the 
community 


Teachers  can  help  by 

★  Holding  parent  conferences 

★  Calling  and  writing  notes  when 
they  have  questions  or  concerns 

★  Sending  parents  newsletters  or 
sending  weekly  reports  about 
student  progress  toward  the 
Standards 

★  Maintaining  friendly,  welcoming 
attitudes 

★  Handing  out  overviews  that  tell 
how  what’s  being  taught  meets 
the  Learning  Standards 

★  Telling  parents  what  their  expecta¬ 
tions  are  for  learning  and  behavior 

★  Celebrating  student  achievement 
at  home,  at  school  and  in  the 
community 


Administration/school  board 
can  help  by 


their  schools.  Included  in 
each  section  are  examples  of 
things  teachers  and  schools 
can  do  to  assist  parents. 


★  Being  flexible  in  scheduling 
conferences  and  events  that 
include  parents 

*  Adopting  district  goals  that 
include  parents  in  the  school 
community 
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